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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

The real Coach Carter visits Leadership Summit
The inspiration for the blockbuster new Samuel
L. Jackson movie Coach Carter will speak at
Grand Valley as a part of the annual Leadership
Summit, which brings together students from
Grand Valley and from a number of other
colleges for a day-long leadership conference.
Ken Carter was a successful businessman when
he accepted the head basketball coach position
at troubled Richmond High School in California
in 1997. He instituted a contract which players
and their parents signed. It spelled out crucial
rules of conduct: treat others with respect; shun
drugs and alcohol; sit in the front of class and
participate; wear a suit and tie on game day; and
maintain a minimum of a 2.3 GPA.
When not all of the players lived up to these obligations, the playoff bound, undefeated Richmond
Oilers - including Carter's own son, Damien were locked out of the gym and pulled from any
basketball-related activities to learn how to "rise
as a team." Academically solid players tutored

weaker ones, and
the whole team
improved their
GPAs. Most
importantly, these
inner city students
ultimately returned
not just to the court,
but to a new
standard of
winning, one which
transcended the
hoop dreams of
high school. The
Ken Carter
students now
thought about college educations and futures they
might never have imagined for themselves.
The film, Coach Carter (Paramount Pictures),
opened in January and is based on the lock-out.
It stars Samuel L. Jackson as the coach and is
just one more testimony to the strength of his
convictions. At the podium, Carter scores with

Across Campus
Grand Valley prof receives MSU
humanitarian award

hard-hitting advice about accountability,
integrity, teamwork and leadership to succeed
both on and off the basketball court.
Carter will speak at Grand Valley on Saturday
Feb. 5 at 5:30 p.m. in Allendale's Fieldhouse
Arena following Grand Valley men 's and
women's basketball games. Tickets are $6 for
adults, $4 for children, and free to GVSU
students. A single ticket is good for admittance
to three events:
• 1 p.m. Grand Valley Women 's Basketball vs.
Michigan Tech
• 3 p.m. Grand Valley Men's Basketball vs.
Michigan Tech
• 5:30 p.m. Coach Carter program
Tickets can be purchased at all Meijer Stores,
from StarTicketsPlus at 800-585 -3737 or
online at www.starticketsplus.net, and from

See 'Coach Carter' on page 4

···-------------------------He played football for the Spartans, he teaches the Lakers, and he
founded a Mexican orphanage. All of Dr. John Shinsky's
accomplishments were honored January 14 in the Kellogg Center in
Lansing. Shinsky, associate professor and department chairperson for
leadership and human resources in the School of Education, received the
Duffy Daugherty Award from Michigan State University. The award,
named in honor of MSU's legendary head coach, has been presented
annually since 1975 to a Spartan football alumnus who has
distinguished himself both on and off the field following his graduation.
Shinsky earned three letters as a defensive tackle at Michigan State,
playing two seasons for Coach Daugherty in 1970 and 1972. He played
in 1973 for Denny Stolz and was a second-team All-Big Ten selection
and Academic All-American.
He received a bachelor's degree in elementary and special education
from Michigan State in 1974. Shinsky added a master's degree in
special education in 1977 and a Ph.D. in educational administration in
1983. In 2000, Shinsky became the area director for the Lansing School
District for one year after spending 19 years as the director of special

John Shinsky
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Across Campus
internship is 5 p.m. on Friday, March 18. The successful applicants will
be notified by Friday, April 1.

continued from page 1
education for the Lansing School District.
Shinsky lived four years in a Cleveland orphanage. His experience
resulted in Shinsky and his wife, Cindy, founding Ciudad de Ninos, The
City of Children, an orphanage in Matamoros, Mexico. In March of this
year, the couple plans to break ground for a new orphanage there.

Technology proposals sought
Proposals are being accepted for presenters at this year's annual Teaching &
Learning with Technology Fair. The fair will be held on the Pew Campus on
March 23 from 1-5 p.m. with a keynote address and a break-out session by
guest Alan November. The fair is hosted by Educational Technology and the
Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center with participation this year from
Continuing Education and the Zumberge Library. Please find details and a
proposal form at http://www.gvsu.edu/it/itech.

AWRI internship applications accepted
The Annis Water Resources Institute is accepting applications for a pair of
internships for summer 2005. The deadline for applications for either

Black History Month Celebration
Events Scheduled
February marks Black History Month, and Grand Valley has scheduled a series
of activities to celebrate it. For more information about events, visit the Office
of Multicultural Affairs Web site at www.gvsu.edu/oma. Events include:

• Tuesday, February 1
Black History Month Lecture Series: Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the
Legacy of African-Americans in ldlewild, Michigan
Noon, Pere Marquette Room, 204 Kirkhof Center
Dr. Ronald Stephens, Coordinator of African/African American Studies
and Professor of Sociology at Grand Valley will discuss the documented
contributions of Dr. Carter G. Woodson, founder of Black History Month,
to Idlewild, Michigan.

Volume 29, Number 25

The institute is also offering competitive summer semester internships made
possible by a gift from the D. J. Angus-Scientech Educational Foundation,
located in Indianapolis. The internships will be awarded to Grand Valley
students majoring in the sciences, including engineering, computer, health,
natural resource management, biological, chemical, and physical sciences.
The purpose of these internships is to broaden the student's perspective in
his or her chosen discipline through practical application of classroom
learning. The recipient of the internship is expected to work an average of
40 hours per week on AWRI projects for 14 weeks during the summer
semester. The stipend for this award is $4,000. For more information on
AWRI, visit www.gvsu .edu/wri or call xl3749.

···---------------------------

What's Ahead

FORUM

The Allen Hunting Internship will be awarded to a Grand Valley
undergraduate student engaged in efforts aimed at improving and
enhancing the water quality in the greater west Michigan region . The
purpose of this internship is to broaden the student's perspective in his or
her chosen discipline through practical application of classroom learning.
The recipient of the internship is expected to work an average of 40 hours
per week with an AWRI faculty member for 14 weeks during the summer
semester. The stipend for this award is $4,000, with an additional $ 1,000
available for supplies and expenses.

GVFaces

• Thursday, February 3
Professionals of Color Lecture Series: Dr. Julia Hare
5:30 p.m. Cook-DeWitt Center
Co-founder of the Black Think Tank, Dr. Julia Hare has been recognized
nationally as an author, lecturer, and diversity and sensitivity trainer. She
is one of the country's leading motivational specialists and an expert on
the black family. A master teacher, Dr. Hare was named Educator of the
Year by World Book Encyclopedia.
• Saturday, February 5
Gospel Explosion
7:00 p.m. Cook-DeWitt Center
This program will give the GVSU campus community an opportunity to
learn about and experience traditional Gospel music and its history. The
continued on page 3
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Now in her fourth year at Grand Valley, assistant
professor of sociology Cheryl Boudreaux holds
another title as well: president of the Michigan
Sociological Association.
"The MSA is Michigan 's network for sociologists,
and it is connected to the regional and national networks," she said. Sociologists share research, teaching, and service projects at the MSA's annual conference. As President, Boudreaux chose "Transforming
Consciousness: Sociology and Social Justice" as the
theme for last year's conference.
" It was, I'm told, the best turnout they've had in 20
years," she said. Transformations of consciousness
have long been of interest to Boudreaux. 'Tm really
interested in what happens to people who undergo
major changes in their thinking. I think if we can
understand [that process], we can move towards
more social justice."

As the first
student in her
family to attend
college,
Boudreaux
gravitated
towards
Sociology
because, "It was
the first class
where the people who were
teaching talked
about the reality
I knew from my
growing-up
experience."

Cheryl Boudreaux

Boudreaux is currently working on a paper titled
"Transforming Social Symbols of Death and Dying,"
and in her leisure time pursues photography. "I like
to photograph people and the things people leave
behind," she said. "I don't want to intrude on life. I
want to capture it."

3 Forum I January 31, 2005

What's Ahead
continued from page 2
program will feature local college/university choirs, a praise dance group,
and a speaker who will explain the history and importance of gospel
music and how it relates to African American culture.

Street Scene opens February 4
Grand Valley's upcoming contemporary opera, Street Scene, weaves
together a story of six immigrant families living in the tenements of New
York during the Depression of the 1930s.

• Monday, February 7
Black in Time
7 p.m. Grand River Room, 250 Kirkhof Center
• Wednesday, February 9
Shoshana Johnson
9 p.m. Grand River Room, 250 Kirkhof Center
Shoshana Johnson was the first female POW of Operation Iraqi Freedom,
and the first black female POW in U.S. history. Since her return to the
United States, Johnson has received numerous awards and recognition for
her courage, valor and service to her country.
• Thursday, February 10
Black Music, Black Power: The Response of Jazz Musicians to the Civil
Rights Movement in the 1960s
7 p.m., Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center
Dr. Craig Benjamin of the Grand Valley History Department will lead a
discussion with other faculty and local musicians on the impact of jazz
music during the Civil Rights Movement. A jam session will follow the
lecture.
• Wednesday, February 16
African American Forum
7 p.m. Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center
Grand Rapids community leaders will come together to discuss current
topics in the local, state and national African American communities.
• Thursday, February 17
Soulfest
8 p.m. Grand River Room, 250 Kirkhof Center
• Saturday, February 19
Showtime at the Apollo/Black Student Union Dance
7 p.m. Grand River Room, 250 Kirkhof Center
• Tuesday, February 22
Black History Month lecture series: The Black Wall Street: Portraits in
American Business
Noon, Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center
Seidman College of Business Dean H. James Williams moderates a panel
discussion that will look at a pair of communities that were at the center
of African American entrepreneurship and commerce in the early 1900s.

Conversations on the Negro Baseball Leagues
7 p.m. Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center
Members of the local community will share the history and their
experiences of being part of the Negro Baseball Leagues.
• Thursday, February 24
1001 Black Inventions
7 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center
This play describes the vast intellectual contributions of Africans and
African Americans. It features an American family trying to survive in a
world without inventions created by African Americans.

There is also a Black History Month film series planned. Each film will be
shown at IO a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. daily in the Kirkhof Center's
big screen theater. From February 6-13, the film will be Ray, starring
Jamie Foxx, Kerry Washington, Regina King and Clifton Powell. This
acclaimed 2004 film chronicles the tumultuous life of the musical genius
Ray Charles. From February 13-20, the film will be Soul Food, an
ensemble drama set around the abundant table of a Chicago family
matriarch Mother Joe, whose extended brood orbits around the stabilizing
force of her sumptuous Sunday dinners. The film stars Vanessa Williams,
Vivica A. Fox, Nia Long and Irma P. Hall. From February 20-27 the film
will be Higher Learning, which stars Ice Cube, Kristy Swanson, Michael
Rappaport and Regina King. Set on the campus of fictitious Columbus
University, the film chronicles a semester in the lives of a handful of
students as they confront issues of identity, diversity, sexism and
escalating racial tensions.

Grand Valley Opera Theatre's production of the Kurt Weill and Langston
Hughes opera Street Scene opens February 4.

Written for the Broadway stage by the powerful creative team of the 20th
century's most innovative composers, Kurt Weill's musical combines
ragtime, jazz, spiritual, and classical styles into a fascinating lyrical
portrait of American diversity. The opera is based on Elmer Rice's Pulitzer
Prize winning play with lyrics by Langston Hughes, the African American
Harlem Renaissance poet. Street Scene premiered in New York in 1947.
With its rather unusual combination of musical styles and idioms, it breaks
many conventions of the traditional musical theater.
"The heroine is a housewife who is treated inhumanly and murdered. The
themes of the opera are expressed in her, and in all the tenants' loneliness,
isolation, oppression and in the fabric of their relationships," said Dale
Schriemer, who is serving as artistic director of the Grand Valley
production. "After her death, life carries on just as before, but there are
subtle resolutions that arise from this microcosm of humanity. Though a
woman dies, a baby is born. And though a girl loses her parents, she finds
clarity and optimism through her pain."
Isabel Milenski, stage director for Street Scene, brings her own energetic
and exciting vision to the production, said Schriemer. The cast is the
strongest group of talented performers Grand Valley Opera Theatre has
ever assembled for the stage.
Street Scene runs February 4 and 5 at 7:30 p.m. and February 6 at 2 p.m.
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. Tickets are $12 for the general public,
$10 for Grand Valley faculty/staff, and $6 for all students. Call Star
Tickets Plus at (616) 222-4000, buy online at www.starticketsplus.com, or
purchase at the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office, x12300. More ticket
information is available at www.gvsu.edu/theatre.

Humanics director wins award
Annie Davies-MacLachlan, Grand Valley's director of American
Humanics and adjunct faculty member/internship coordinator for SPNA,
was recognized by Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) as the recipient of
the Michigan Campus Compact Faculty/Staff Community ServiceLearning Award for 2004, the highest annual award that MCC bestows on
faculty and staff in the state of Michigan.

Alumni speak at hazardous
waste workshop
The 10th Annual Hazardous Waste Management Workshop will be held in
the Loosemoore Auditorium from 8 a.m.-noon on February 8. Dale
DeKraker and Laura Rauwerda of the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality are the speakers. Both received their undergraduate
degrees at GVSU. For more information, contact Janet Vail at
vailj@gvsu.edu, xl3048.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Tues., Feb. 1
12 noon: Black History Month Lecture Series:
Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the legacy of
African Americans in ldlewild, Michigan. 204
KC. Call x 12177 for more information.

Wed., Feb. 2
12 noon : Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call
x12204 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 3
12 noon : Arts at Noon Series: Martha Masters,
guitar. CDC.
2-4 p.m. : Arco Iris youth group performance in
conjunction with the Eighth Conference on
the Americas 2005. CDC.
5-7 p.m. : Women's Center Fundraising Event:
Indulge in a Cause. Exhibition Hall, DEV.
Call x12748 for tickets.
5:30 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series
featuring Dr. Julia Hare. CDC. Call x 12177
for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance: Street
Scene. LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for ticket
information.

Sat., Feb. 5

Mon., Feb. 7
12 noon: History Colloquium: Friendship and the
Nation: The Homosocial World of Russia's
Universities in the Early Nineteenth Century,
presented by Curtis Richardson. 1111 MAK.
Call x 12118 for more information.

8 a.m.-6 p.m.: The Eighth Conference on the
Americas 2005: The Next Generation.
Eberhard Center, Grand Rapids. Call x130l 8
to register.

7 p.m.: Black History Month Celebration Event:
Black in Time. 250 KC.

5:30 p.m.: Ken Carter, inspiration for the movie
Coach Carter, will speak as part of the annual Leadership Summit. FH. Tickets can be
purchased at the Athletics Office or Kirkhof
Center Information Desk.

7 p.m.: The Hauenstein Center and the World
Affairs Council co-sponsor Russian
Democracy: Taking a Step Backwards,
featuring Susan Eisenhower. Performing Arts
Center, Aquinas College, Grand Rapids . Call
xl2770 for more information.

7 p.m.: Gospel Explosion. CDC. Call x12177 for
more information.

Sports

7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance: Street
Scene. LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for ticket
information.
8 p.m.: Conference on the Americas 2005 Carnival
Dinner, Dance and Masquerade Ball. Eberhard
Center, Grand Rapids. Call for tickets, x13018.

Thurs., Feb. 3
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball hosts Northern
Michigan University.
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball hosts Northern
Michigan University.

Sun., Feb. 6
Sat., Feb. 5

Fri., Feb. 4

2 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance: Street
Scene. LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for ticket
information.

1 p.m. : Women's Basketball hosts Michigan Tech.
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball hosts Michigan Tech.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV.

----------------------------···---------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles, assistant professor of political
science, was interviewed by WZZM-TV
Channel 13, the Holland Sentinel, and appeared
on WOOD-TV Channel 8's political program,
"To the Point" about prospects for Bush's second
term.
Randall Doyle, visiting professor of history,
appeared on WOOD-TV Channel 8's political
program, "To the Point" about the Presidential
Inauguration.

Paul Lane, professor of marketing, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press on an
influential music magazine recently canceling an
ad for Zondervan's Bibles.
Renato Corbetta, assistant professor of political
science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids
Press on the Iraq election.
James Dunn, associate professor of biology,
was interviewed by the Grand Haven Tribune
about the importance of GVSU's celebration of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sketches
Jody Sorensen, associate professor of
mathematics, organized a session on
"Mathematical Experiences for Students Outside
the Classroom," at the Annual Joint Meetings of
the American Mathematical Society and the
Mathematical Association of America in Atlanta.
John Stevenson, associate professor of physical
therapy, conducted a workshop, titled "The
Psychology of Sport Injury & Rehabilitation,"
for the Department of Orthopedic Surgery &
Rehabilitation at the University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City.

----------------------------···---------------------------Coach Carter
continued from page 1
the Grand Valley Athletics Office or Kirkhof Center Information Desk.
Most seating is general admission.
The talk is part of the annual Leadership Summit. Hundreds of student
leaders from colleges and universities throughout the Midwest converge
upon Grand Valley each winter for the summit. This year's Leadership

Summit has been combined with the Greek Leadership Conference. The
event promotes civic engagement as well as renewal and development for
emerging and experienced leaders of diverse institutional backgrounds from
across the Midwest. Focusing on student civic engagement, the
summit is a one-day conference that provides opportunities for discussion
and networking with national and regional leaders for representatives from
Grand Valley and other universities.

